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A dash of 
tabasco

E
ddie Jordan is renowned 
for his love of boats – new 
ones in particular – and 
‘Lush’ is almost certainly 
the fastest Oyster ever built. 
Clocked at over 20 knots on 

her Atlantic delivery crossing for the 
start of the Oyster Rally, and with an 
asymmetric spinnaker of 5,500 sq ft 
plus lightweight construction, ‘Lush’ is 
an Oyster with a dash of tabasco. 

I caught up with Eddie just before 
the start of the Oyster World Rally, a 
16-month odyssey around the world 
covering over 27,000 miles through 
the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian 
Oceans. The rally will visit some of 
the most stunning sailing venues in 
the world, including the Galapagos 
Islands, Tahiti, Fiji, the Great Barrier 
Reef, Bali, Cape Town and Rio de 
Janeiro, before the fleet returns to the 
Caribbean in Spring 2014. 

Eddie will be sailing with his wife 
Marie and skipper Paul Adamson and 
his wife Audrey. ‘Lush’ is one of 28 
Oyster yachts taking part in the rally 
and will be sporting a Red Bull Logo 
on her bow. The entire proceeds from 
the sponsorship has been donated 
to the Wings for Life charity, which 
supports research and care for patients 
with spinal injuries.

First sea miles
Eddie learned to sail at the age of 
15 out of Bray Sailing Club in his 
home town. ‘Bray was a fantastic 

place to grow up with the benefits of 
being near Dublin but on the coast 
with a lot of sea activities and great 
golf courses. Irish schools have long 
summer holidays, so we would often 
play golf in the morning and sail in the 
afternoon. All summer long we were 
racing 420s and 505s to Dun Laoghaire 
to great clubs like the Royal St. George, 
the National and the Royal Irish. 

‘I have always been a sports 
person but I tied myself to a desk 
for a number of years as a banker. I 
wouldn’t say it disagreed with me but 
it wasn’t my complete bag and when 
the opportunity arose to become a 
professional racing driver, I took it.  

The Oyster 885, ‘Lush’ is designed 
by Rob Humphries. ‘I have known 
Rob for a while,’ recalls Eddie. ‘When 
we were designing our first Grand Prix 
car, we didn’t have a lot of money and 
we used the hydrodynamic tunnel in 
Southampton. I met Rob in Cowes 
and told him I was looking for a 
small sailing yacht for Croatia and he 

suggested the Elan 40 he had designed, 
so I bought one. 

‘In recent years, I got back into 
sailing after visiting Cowes Week and 
meeting up with Charles Dunstone, 
with whom I share a business interest. 
I really got the bug back and after a 
chance meeting with David Tydeman, 
CEO of Oyster, I decided that the 
Oyster World Rally was a fantastic 
idea. So we started putting together the 
plan for “Lush”.’

A serious business
Preparation was an essential ingredient 
when putting the Lush project together 
and planning for the Oyster World Rally.

‘“For those that don’t prepare – 
prepare to fail.” It’s a saying I stand 
by, but you can get silly about it. For a 
project like “Lush”, you must keep a 
sense of adventure without forgetting 
the elements of risk and danger. 
Preparation is key as not only will this 
promote safety but you will also enjoy 
the outcome far better. If you don’t 
prepare you can hit too many potholes, 
which just weigh you down.

‘Sailing around the world is a very 
serious thing. There are so many 
unknowns, especially for someone like 
me that doesn’t have a huge amount 
of sailing experience. So, having a 
good team around me has been key; I 
wouldn’t dare to do this unless I had 
the right captain and his hand picked 
crew. I met Paul (Adamson) on several 
occasions before we agreed a deal and 

Eddie Jordan is the proud 
owner of the first Oyster 885. 
Louay Habib caught up with 
the Formula One supremo as 

he set off on a global adventure 
around the world with the 

Oyster Rally...

My skipper brought her across the Atlantic and I was watching her 
progress. When she was doing 22 knots that really excited me
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Eddie Jordan

his wife Audrey is the niece of an old 
friend of mine, the Manchester United 
soccer legend, Kevin Moran. Getting 
the right team for the Rally is all about 
balance and that is an essential part 
of everything: the boat, the sails, your 
own well-being. This will be about 
getting the balance right and going 
with the rhythm of the sea.’

Passion
‘I am a bit of an adventurer; I like 
risk, adventure and passion. I don’t 
plan every moment of every day, I like 
things to happen spontaneously; I love 
to let it happen, you can’t defy the laws 
of nature. I have a manic personality: 

I try to do too many things in a day. I 
am a great crammer, I can’t help it, it is 
just the way I am. I love being busy. 

‘My kids tease me saying it would 
be easier for me to say the countries I 
haven’t been to. I have a huge number 
of air miles and I get well looked after 
on board, but in the middle of an 
ocean, it is a very different experience; 
the sea can turn nasty very quickly, 
you never know when nature is going 

to strike. Does that excite me or 
frighten me? I am not sure.’ 

The lack of guarantees seems to be 
one of the reasons Eddie has entered 
the Oyster World Rally. ‘Well there 
has to be a reason for everything and 
I am a survivor. I have had 30 years in 
motor racing and if you asked me the 
thing I achieved most in all that time, 
it would say the biggest thing by far 
was survival. As a result, I have lived 
to tell the tale, which I have done over 
the last four years with the BBC. 

‘Above all, I thought that the world 
rally was do-able and the timing in my 
life was perfect. But I had to convince 
my wife, Marie. At the time I had 
another Oyster and we took the boat 
up the coast of the States playing golf, 
Marie plays off a 4 handicap so I knew 

This is going to be a 
fantastic experience. It is 

full of unknowns but that is 
all part of the attraction...

below Jordan’s 885 
is one of 28 Oyster 
yachts taking part in 
the marque’s first ever 
world rally ph
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right The Red Bull 
sponsorship carried by 
‘Lush’ will raise money 
for the Wings for Life 
spinal injuries charity
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she would love playing all of those 
fabulous courses. Marie had never been 
on a sailing boat in her life before but 
she loved it and she agreed to the rally.’

Larger than life
Jordan has been involved with the design 
and build of ‘Lush’ from the start. ‘I like 
the fact that “Lush” is built in Britain. 
I did have fierce rows with David 
Tydeman about the design, but having 
the opportunity to choose the layout and 
decor was a real bonus, something other 
manufacturers don’t really allow. 

‘Paul, my skipper, brought her across 
the Atlantic for the start of the world 
rally and I was watching her progress. 
When she was doing 22 knots that 
really excited me. Everyone thinks 
their own boat is the best, and so they 

should. This is the most elegant yet 
powerful boat I have ever owned and 
it’s the fastest Oyster ever built.’ 

Eddie is a dab hand at the drums and 
his band ‘Eddie and the Robbers’ has 
performed at various Grand Prix events 
including Silverstone’s 30,000-strong 
after-race party. Over the years 
‘The Robbers’ have featured guest 
appearances from the likes of Dire 
Straits’ Mark Knopfler, Genesis’ Mike 
Rutherford, The Who’s Roger Daltery 
and Nick Mason from Pink Floyd. 

So, naturally, he performed in 
an impromptu gig with the current 
guitarist from ‘The Robbers’ on the eve 
of the start of the Oyster World Rally. 
He is taking his drum kit with him 
around the world and is highly likely 
to organise a few more gigs. 

‘It was great to wish everyone good 
luck on the night with a bit of a dance 
and a sing along to a few anthems,’ he 
laughs. ‘This is going to be a fantastic 
experience. Like I said, I have more 
air miles than you could imagine but 
to sail around the world is going to be 
the biggest adventure of them all. It is 
full of unknowns but that is all part of 
the attraction and I am just so thrilled 
about the whole thing.’

‘Lush’ left Antigua on January 6. 
The next rendezvous for the Oyster 
World Rally is in Panama, where the 
Oyster fleet will negotiate the Panama 
Canal and enter the Pacific Ocean. 
The Galapagos Islands will be one of 
the first ports of call.

Follow the fleet at  
www.oysteryachts.com 
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